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STRAIT OF HORMUZ:

From Ancient Trade Lifeline to Modern
Global Flashpoint
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For centuries, the Strait of Hormuz has been more than just a narrow stretch of water it has
been a lifeline of empires, trade, and power. Ancient Persian and Arab traders sailed through
it, connecting Mesopotamia with India and beyond. Whoever controlled this passage held
influence over commerce and, later, global energy routes.

Today, its importance has only grown. Nearly 20% of the world's oil supply passes through this
narrow corridor, making it one of the most critical chokepoints in modern geopolitics.

But history seems to be repeating itself with higher stakes. In 2026, rising conflict in the Middle
East has turned the strait into a global flashpoint. Military tensions between Iran, the United
States, and its allies have led to severe disruptions, attacks on ships, and even near-total
shutdowns of traffic.

Recent reports warn that oil and gas supplies are under extreme pressure, with prices surging
and countries like India facing shortages due to reduced tanker movement. The strait, once a
symbol of trade, is now a symbol of tension and uncertainty.

So, is the Strait of Hormuz still a gateway of prosperity or has it become a bottleneck of global
risk? And in a world so dependent on it, can nations truly afford its closure?

From ancient trade routes to modern energy wars, this narrow passage continues to shape the
fate of economies and perhaps, the future of global stability.

And yet, beyond the tensions and turmoil, the Strait of Hormuz remains a powerful symbol of
connection reminding the world that even the narrowest paths can unite nations, sustain
economies, and carry hope for a more stable future.



NEWSARTICLE §

Middle East tensions push ocean freight rates
higher globally

Rising geopolitical tensions in the Middle East are significantly impacting global ocean
freight markets, pushing rates upward across key trade lanes. Disruptions in the region have
forced carriers to reroute vessels, often via longer routes such as the Cape of Good Hope,
resulting in extended transit times and reduced effective capacity. At the same time, higher
fuel costs and the imposition of emergency surcharges are adding to the overall increase in
freight rates.

The impact is being felt across major routes including Asia—Europe and the Transpacific, with
certain lanes such as South Korea to Europe witnessing sharp rate hikes. Markets in China and
Southeast Asia are also experiencing volatility, driven by space constraints and pricing
uncertainty. Additionally, port congestion and schedule disruptions are further complicating
operations, leading to delays and reduced reliability.

Shippers are facing increased challenges, including limited vessel space, longer booking lead
times, and restrictions on certain types of cargo. Despite the absence of peak-season
demand, freight rates are expected to remain firm in the near term, supported by ongoing
geopolitical uncertainty and sustained pressure on fuel costs.
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SPOTLIGHT .

Women's Day Celebration

Navio celebrated Women's Day with great enthusiasm, honoring and appreciating the
strength, dedication, and achievements of our incredible women team members
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08-average | 09-good | 11-outstandir letters can you make from the letters

SPELLATHON

How many words of four or more

shown in today’s puzzle?

In making a word, a letter can be used
as many times as it appears in the puzzle.
Each word must contain the central letter.
There should be at least one

seven letter word.

Plurals, foreign words and proper names

are not allowed. British English Dictionary
is used as reference.
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| just create unexpected
Excel features.

In logistics, every delay is a lesson and every

solution is progress.

— Peter Drucker

UAE | INDIA | OMAN | MALAYSIA | SINGAPORE | QATAR
Mumbai | New Delhi | Gandhidham | Kochi | Tuticorin
Chennai | Bengaluru | Ahmedabad | Kolkata | Visakhapatnam | Ludhiana
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